Welcome to worship!
Central Lutheran Church: Called to Share God's Love.

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s
blessings. We recall and celebrate our
adoption as God’s children, the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and the promised
company of almighty God when we
“pass through the waters . . . the
rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens
open again for this assembly, and we
receive the gift of God’s Beloved,
Jesus, in bread and wine.

Sunday, January 9, 2022

Baptism of Our Lord

GATHERING
Prelude

“Lullaby and Goodnight”
arr. Marilynn Ham
with “Children of the Heavenly Father”
Debbie Pankow
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity † one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved
children. We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear
as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront
ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left
undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us,
that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love
for all creation. Amen.
Rejoice in this good news: In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of
eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Called to Share God’s Love
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH VISION
Living out God's Grace and Love through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service

1

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CORE VALUES
We are a congregation that
- is open to all,
- values a community of all ages,
- is grounded in scripture and sacrament.
- nurtures individual gifts,
- believes that everyone has something to offer,
- values involvement in the greater community,
- supports all in the challenges and celebrations of their lives,
as God meets us where we are.

Gathering Hymn ELW # 311

“Hail to the Lord's Anointed”

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie ELW Setting Eight
ELW pp. 184-85
♫ Refrain: Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
♫ For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
♫ That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord,
let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
♫ For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our works and our play, let us pray to the Lord,
let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
♫ For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord,
let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
Hymn of Praise ELW Setting Eight
♫ This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.

ELW pp. 187-88

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free
to be people of God. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.

SUNDAY JANUARY 16
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
WORD
First Reading
Isaiah 43:1-7
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They
need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by
name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and
honored, and God loves them.
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But now thus says the Lord, he who
created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed
you; I have called you by name, you are
mine. 2When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you; and through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you. 3For
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange
for you. 4Because you are precious in my

sight, and honored, and I love you, I give
people in return for you, nations in
exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I
am with you; I will bring your offspring from
the east, and from the west I will gather
you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them
up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth—
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I
formed and made.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Thank you to our worship leaders today:
Presider & Sermon:
Assisting Minister:
Musician:
Lector & Actors:
A/V Wrangler:
Projectionist:

Rev. Jeff Hackler
Keith Padden
Debbie Pankow
Sue Ellen Tatter
John Bulkow
Lisa Bulkow
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Psalm 29

1

Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, ║ ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; ║
worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; ║
the Lord is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; ║
the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; ║
the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, ║
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7
The voice | of the Lord║ bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; ║
the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. ║
And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; ║
the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O Lord, give strength | to your people; ║
give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.
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Second Reading
Acts 8:14-17
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was
recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip.
Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
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Now when the apostles at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had accepted the word
of God, they sent Peter and John to them.
15
The two went down and prayed for them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for

as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and
John laid their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Choir Anthem

“This Is the Spirit's Entry Now” N. American traditional
directed by Tai Wai Li
This is the Spirit’s entry now: the water and the word,
the cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
This miracle of life reborn comes from the Lord of breath;
the sinless one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
Let water be the sacred sign that we must die each day
to rise again by his design as foll’wers of his way.
Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for your baptismal pow’r
that washes us through all our days. Come, cleanse again this hour.
Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting Eight
♫ Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.

ELW p. 188
Please stand.

Gospel
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist
insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And
whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter:
Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
15

As the people were filled with
expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, 16John answered all
of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
21
Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message

Rev. Jeff Hackler

Message

Rev. Jeff Hackler
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Hymn of the Day ELW # 304
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“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.
We Ask Your Prayers for:
Fairbanks Lutheran Church, Fairbanks; Alaska Native Lutheran Church;
Jan Adasiak, Delores Bender, Rick Bender, Jan Beverlin, Al Boecker, Lori Boecker,
Yvonne Boecker, Erik Bryant, Maria Bulkow, Dennis Bushkofsky, Mike Carson, Charlene
Chanonto, Betsy Cooper, Geno di Cervo, Ira Edwards, Ron Flugum, Dixie Foley, Shannon Foley,
Joann Fox, Reidun Hansen, Marlee Rose Horne, Linda Koenig, Pete Kropidlowski, Dee Lambert,
Ed & Donna Luiten, Cecelia Marsh & family, Jay Meyer, Arne & Norma Mjolsnes,
Russell Mjolsnes, Linda Padden, Deb Popiel, Marlene Rapp, Karen & Bob Voris, Kariana, Bobbi
Whitmire, Sandy & Bethany
Please pray for the families of those who’ve died: David Enright (nephew of Bob & Karen Voris),
Sonya Guillory (daughter of Wayne & Sandra Johnson)
Each petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
MEAL
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated. 8

Offering
Offertory

Debbie Pankow

Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new
beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with
this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the
name of Christ our light. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus ELW Setting Eight
ELW p. 190
♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
† Invitation to Communion †
This is not Central’s table, not a Lutheran table;
this is God’s table, and you are all welcome.

Please be seated.

Communion
We will bless the communion bread and wine during today’s worship service, and these
will be available for members and friends to pick up for use when worshiping from
home in the coming weeks.
Lamb of God ELW Setting Eight
ELW p. 191
♫ Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
9 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Communion Hymn ELW # 800

“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

10

Please stand. The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
SENDING
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the
abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your
favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Sending Hymn ELW # 396

“Spirit of Gentleness”

continues

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-707008. ELW Prayers, Psalm, ELW Setting Eight
Liturgy from SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006123. “Hail to the Lord's Anointed” Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt. Music: Leonhart Schroter, 1540-1602. Public Domain.
“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984, alt. Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480–1561. Text © 1985 The Church Pension
Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-707008. “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” Text: George Croly,
1780–1860. Music: Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841–1897. Public domain. “Spirit of Gentleness” Text & Music: The Manley Family Trust, b. 1940. Text and
music © 1978 James K. Manley. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-707008. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Blessing & Dismissal
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, † bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Gigue Fugue”

by Dietrich Buxtehude
Debbie Pankow
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In January, the Central Lutheran Book
Club is reading Piranesi by Susanna
Clarke. “Piranesi astonished me. It is a
miraculous and luminous feat of
storytelling, at once a gripping mystery,
an adventure through a brilliant new
fantasy world, and a deep meditation on
the human condition: feeling lost, and
being found. (author Madeline Miller)”
New time for this month: 4:30 pm Monday,
January 10, in the Cordova Room.
Julie Graham noted that the Catholic
Social Services team that is welcoming
Afghan refugees has developed a
shopping list of items from the local
Halal stores that create a welcome kit of
the first few days of groceries a new
arrival (or family) would need. This
may be another opportunity at which a
small group of Central-ites could come
together to provide once or more. Let
the office know if you’d like to see the
list and learn more.
The next Local Organizing Ministry
(AFACT) meetings are Tuesdays,
January 11 and 18, at 3 pm.
Next women’s online Bible study from
Gather magazine is 7 pm Monday,
January 10, via Zoom.us.
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study,
Saturday, January 8, at 9 am – open to
men of all ages from multiple
congregations.
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Coming January 30, a new adult ed class
on Church Fathers led by Craig Carlson.
Starting December 26: a group walk to
Jerusalem. Each Sunday through
Christmas, Epiphany and Lent, we invite
you to drop your mileage for the week in
the Journey to Jerusalem envelope to be
tallied toward our group goal of 6002
miles. You may use actual miles
walked / run / skied or count dance,
yoga and other fitness classes and
activities at the rate of one mile for every
20 minutes.
The LSSA Food Pantry continues to see
families who are seeking food assistance.
We find our shelves especially low on
the following items: tuna, Spam, canned
soups and chili, canned fruit, oatmeal,
cereals, peanut butter and jelly, macaroni
n cheese and packages of ramen. Please
remember the Food Pantry the next time
you are shopping and simply bring the
items with you to church or drop them
off at the LSSA Food Pantry.
The weekly Coffee Klatsch meets
Wednesdays at 9 am via zoom. Call
Hedric Hanson for login info.
Pickle-ball, Mondays at 4:30 p.m., when
we have enough people. Call/text
Christi Foist to check this week's plan.
Indoors (masks preferred) or outdoors,
weather depending. No experience
required.

99 Plus 1, Inc. the contractor managing
the temporary shelter at Sullivan
Arena, recently shared several
opportunities for community
involvement. They're interested in both
donations (especially cold-weather gear,
hand warmers) and volunteers for group
activities. The shelter manager wants to
plan more engagement for clients, such
as music performances, arts/craft
lessons, Bible studies, bingo, etc., and
would love community interaction with
this. To learn more, contact Hannah
Ferguson, Assistant Shelter Director at
907.342.7437 or
Hannah.ferguson@99plus1inc.com

The Altar Guild would like to thank
the following people for helping us
beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas
season:
 Steve Lambert for picking up the
Christmas tree at Alaska Mill and
Feed and bringing it to church;
 Pastor Jeff, Steve Lambert, Steve
Hanson, Wayne Johnson, Lynn
Soiseth and Wes Tonkins for putting
up and securing the tree in the stand;
 John, Lisa and Rowan Bulkow for
stringing the lights on the tree;
 Pastor Jeff, Ken Helm and Gordy
Nelson for doing the “ladder work”
to place the star on top and hang the
ornaments high on the tree;
We send out a weekly email to members  and thanks to Pastor Jeff, Ken Helm,
Wes Tonkins, Lucas Warner
and friends of Central, and post special
(Sandy’s grandson) and Kory (Judy’s
event announcements on our website
grandson) for joining us yesterday to
and Facebook page. Please contact the
take down the tree and
church office if you’d like to learn more,
wreaths. Your help was much
at centluth@gci.net
appreciated!!
From the thankful Altar Guild,
Committees, please submit annual
Judy Bagley, Jean Boecker, Vickie
report articles to the Church office by
Helm, Sandy McKinney, Becky
Wednesday, January 12.
Schaeffer and Sue Tonkins
Our annual congregational
World Hunger prints for 2021 are now
meeting will be held in the Sanctuary
available from Karen Voris. These
following our worship service on
Sunday, January 23, and also streamed prints, made annually by local artist
Marianne Weiland, are a beautiful
online via Zoom.us.
opportunity to see all proceeds go to
Sunday, January 16, annual reports will ELCA World Hunger efforts and to
acquire fabulous prints for your home or
be available as a PDF, with printed
for gifts. See this year’s image on page
copies available for pick up or mailing
16.
upon request.
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Sunday 1/9
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via centluth.org
10:45 am Adult Ed class with Pastor Jeff (Cordova Room)
2 pm ANLC WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via facebook.com
4:30 - 6 pm Confirmation class (Room 1, Community Room)
Monday 1/10
TBA Pickle-ball (Fellowship Hall)
4:30 pm Book Group discusses Piranesi by Susanna Clarke (Cordova Room)
no Anchorage Concert Chorus today
6:30 - 8 pm Kingikmiut dancers (Fellowship Hall)
7 pm Women’s Gather Bible Study via zoom.us
Tuesday 1/11
7 am Early Morning Bible Study (zoom)
Noon Pastors Text Study (Cordova Room)
1 pm staff meeting (office)
1:30 pm ELCA AK youth planning meeting (online & office)
3 pm Local Organizing Ministry (AFACT) (online)
4 - 7 pm Alaska Children’s Choir (Sanctuary)

Worship online via
centluth.org
Bible studies & meetings
Zoom.us meeting ID
963 8911 9335
password is in weekly eNews

Wednesday 1/12
9 am Coffee Klatsch (zoom)
Noon Text Study
5:45 pm Bell Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7 pm Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Thursday 1/13
Friday 1/14
Saturday 1/15
11:30 - 1 pm NAMI (Community Room)
Sunday 1/16
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via centluth.org
10:45 am Adult Ed class on the 2022 Budget (Cordova Room)
2 pm ANLC WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via facebook.com

