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COMING EVENTS

Sundays
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am St Paul study (Oct 2, 9, 16, 30)
10:45 am Sunday School (Oct 23)
4:30 - 6 pm Confirmation (Oct 2, 16)
Tuesdays
7 am Early Morning Study (zoom)
Wednesdays
8:30 am Coffee Klatsch @ Kaladi Brayton
Noon Bible text study
5:45 pm Bell Choir rehearsal
7 pm Choir rehearsal
Saturdays (Oct 1, 8, 15)
9 am - 2 pm Farmers Market hospitality
Sunday, October 2
3:30 - 4:30 pm Blessing of Pets
Sunday, October 16
~10:30 am Special Congregational
Meeting -- see page 10 of this newsletter
Sunday, October 30
4 pm Oktoberfest meal at West Berlin

Thoughts on Law & Gospel from Gerhard Forde
Reformation Sunday is coming soon and so I thought a little reminder from Gerhard Forde about
what we as Lutherans believe might be in order. The Law is what God commands (for example, the
10 Commandments). The Gospel is the good news about what Jesus has done and promises. Drink
deep, drink full. These are rich streams of thought.
1: The Gospel does not tell me what to do to be saved. It tells me that I do not need to do
anything to be saved. The Gospel doesn't tell me what to do to get God to accept me. It tells me
that God accepts me as I am. The Law does not just make me try harder. It reveals the futility of
my trying at all.
2: The Gospel does not demand a response of faith. It creates a response of faith. The Gospel does
not demand anything.

3. The Gospel does not command me to be active for God. It invites me to be passive toward God.
4. The Gospel does not demand that I decide for Christ. It invites me to live in the decision God in
Christ has made for me.
5. The Gospel does not tell me that God will love me if I repent and have faith. It tells me that I can
repent and have faith because God loves me.
6. The Law does not show the way from me to God. It declares that there is no way from me to
God.
7. The Gospel does not offer grace on certain conditions to be met. Grace is received when I quit
trying to meet conditions and start trusting God's promises. The Law does more than reveal that
I'm sinful. It also reveals my inability to be anything else.

8. The preaching of the Gospel is always necessary. Whatever else I need, including the Law, I also
need assurance of God's love. The preaching of the Law is not always necessary. There is no need
to kill the dead; they need to be raised to new life.
Pastor Jeff

Greetings from the Vicar!
Table Of Grace will be doing a blessing of the animals in conjunction with the Friends of Canines in
Bethel, Alaska. The blessing will take place on October 2, 2022 (same date as Central’s Blessing of
Pets, see next page). Friends of Canines will be encouraging spaying and neutering pets and
assisting pet owners to get their animals up-to-date with their shots and veterinarian care.
On October 21, 2022, Table of Grace will be providing the community meal for the supper club
event.
Peace,
Vicar Zach

Central Lutheran Church: Called to Share God's Love.
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including Stephen, and the
disciples prayed and laid
their hands on them. These
seven were the first deacons,
On Saturday, September 24, the ELCA Alaska Synod men chosen to go out and do
candidacy committee approved my application as a
the work of the church in the
candidate for rostered ministry in word and service.
community and world.
For the next 2-3 years I will be studying and preparing Diaconate ministry continues
to be a deacon in the ELCA. I am so grateful to the
to this day and is a growing
congregation for their support and encouragement.
ecumenical field. Deacons are the bridge between the
Pastor Jeff continues to be a mentor and inspiration.
church and the world. They serve in areas outside the
church to bring Christ to the world. I ask for your
As I take this journey I will try and keep you updated prayers as I take up this call of service.
on my progress. In Acts 6:1-7 the twelve disciples
were feeling the pressure of having to deal with the
Hunter and I are still on the trail every day.
daily distribution of food and preach the good
Come share the beauty of God's creation with us.
news. So, they called together the community and
asked for the names of seven men to take on the work Linda - SAM and Diaconate candidate
of the church and community. The men were chosen, Hunter - canine contributor and study partner

Call to Service

Zach Manzella and Linda
Bender at Wartburg Seminary
in Iowa. Photo taken during
their first week of classes,
September 5 - 9, 2022.

Bring your furry, finned or feathered
friends for a Blessing of Pets here at
Central Lutheran Church’s upper Jonathan
parking lot on Sunday, October 2,
between 3:30 and 4:30 pm for a prayer
of blessing and fellowship. Use kennels
or leashes as needed or bring a photo for
those who can’t travel safely and easily.

Lucas

Naomi
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News

Our Neighborhood Picnic was held September 10
in our upper parking lot. While lightly attended, a
dozen volunteers got to have excellent
conversations with a dozen neighbors, invited
them in to our Helping Hands Clothing Closet and
saw several of them get much-needed clothing or
winter gear, and all attendees were gifted generous
plates of leftovers.

News

News

Kathy Freeman sent more than one hundred
emails to Central members and friends inviting
updates to our Church directory and new photos
for our photo directory. A newly updated draft
was printed up and made available at worship
services on September 18 and 25. She’ll continue
to update it as your notes and pics come in -please let her know if you’d like a fresh copy
mailed or emailed to you. centluth@gmail.com

Photos from Rally Day & God’s Work, Our
Hands Sunday:

Central and six other local churches are bringing
back the Emergency Cold Weather Shelter for
Homeless Families this fall. Central volunteers
will serve as hosts on Wednesday nights. October
5 will be the first night here at Central, but in a big
change, we may be hosting at a duplex-style ranch
home as soon as October 12. The benefits of the
home as our site are that families will come to that
address and stay without moving from church to
church, taxis getting the kids to school through the
Child in Transition program will come to the same
address each day, the home includes use of full
bathrooms with tubs and showers, parents with
small children can stay there during the day, and
parents are able to work with the RuralCap staff
who will have an office on site each day on finding
permanent housing as quickly as possible.
Coffee hour?
Cookies after
church? Yes, please!
We’re bringing that
tasty tradition.
THANK YOU to 15th Avenue and property clean
up volunteers including John & Lisa Bulkow,
Jared and Dennis Ricker, Steve Lambert and
Annette Iverson. Care Kit creators and donors
pictured above included Sara Bryan, Will Bryan,
Heather Helgeson, Hank Koegel, Jill Martin,
Josie Martin, Diane Preziosi, Nelson Priddy, Eva
Wissmann and others not pictured. Numerous
donors including the Log Cabin Quilters brought
in canned and boxed foods to fill the LSSA Food
Pantry van.
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A new opportunity to travel to the Holy Land and
take a guided tour with the Road Scholar program
by Elderhostel is being organized by Kathy Dale
and Pastor Jeff. Travel dates are approximately
October 22 - November 5, 2023. Express interest
to Kathy Dale to learn more.
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study gathers on first
Saturday mornings at 9 am in our Community
Room, next on October 1.

Women’s online Bible study is 2 pm Monday,
October 10, at church and via Zoom. We’ve been
using the Gather magazine study each month -- new
ladies welcome! Don’t have a magazine? No
worries, have a Bible ready and join us anyway, or
look at subscribing
https://www.gathermagazine.org/subscribe/
Wednesday noon Bible study is meeting in the
Cordova Room each week to look at the lectionary
Bible texts for the coming week. All are welcome
to join Pastor Jeff. You may choose to bring your
lunch.

The Tuesday morning early riser’s study class is
meeting at 7 am via zoom, and you’re invited! The
group is just starting to go through the book Where
God Meets Man by Gerhard O. Forde. Use our
regular study and meeting zoom link.
The weekly Coffee Klatsch meets Wednesdays at
8:30 am at Kaladi Brothers Coffee on Brayton
Drive. New folks welcome!
Missed Sunday worship? Not only can you replay
our services on facebook or our website, but you
can also subscribe to the 10W podcast for a tenminute weekly worship opportunity. Pastor Dan
Bollerud shares readings, a brief message, and a
piece of music at www.10worship.blogspot.com

Pictured above: Zach Manzella is installed during the
September 18 worship service. Vicar Zach will serve a
part-time, two-year internship in a partnership between
Central Lutheran and Bethel’s Table of Grace.

Pictured below: Karen Voris, Kathy Freeman, Pastor Jeff
Hackler and Zach Manzella visited Wild Scoops for their
staff meeting on September 13 as a great excuse for both
We’re hosting the Anchorage Farmers’ Market
ice cream and to see artwork by Central member Julie
each Saturday from 9 am to 2 pm, May 7 - October Greene Graham on display (only in September).
15, in our upper parking lot. FINAL THREE
WEEKS until next summer.
Stay informed about the Emergency Task Force
on Winter Shelter for homeless neighbors.
Approximately 350 individuals are facing
homelessness this winter here in Anchorage, based
on data from the Alaska Homelessness
Information System. Check out the Anchorage
Coalition to End Homelessness website for
updates. https://aceh.org/task-force/
Coming on Sunday, October 30, we’ve made
reservations for a group meal at 4 pm at West
Berlin restaurant for our own Oktoberfest
celebration. Grab a friend and come share a meal
or even raise a pint, Próst!
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In October, the Central book
club will be reading The Lost
King of France: How DNA
Solved the Mystery of the
Murdered Son of Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinette by
Deborah Cadbury. The story
tracks the life, and
subsequent death in 1795,
of Louis XVI and Marie
Antoinette's son and heir,
the Dauphin, LouisCharles. One reviewer wrote: "Emotionally
gripping and beautifully constructed, this is history,
science and gothic horror in one." We will be
discussing the book on Monday, October 17, at
4:30 at church.
A note from our finance committee: It’s PFD
Time! Providing Funds that make a Difference
You have been especially generous in the past
about tithing a portion of your check to Central
and we hope you will once again consider sharing
a portion of your dividend. As the following
numbers show, contributions are down about
$15,000 in 2022 from 2021. We are hoping that the
tithing of our Permanent Fund Checks will get us
closer to a balanced budget. Thanks so much for
continued support of the ongoing mission of
Central Lutheran Church. Giving thru the month
of July 2021: $267,660;
July 2022: $252,464
THANK YOU to Wes
Tonkins for work on our
emergency exit lights.
THANK YOU to Steve
Hanson for the balcony water
fountain repair.
THANK YOU to Lynn
Soiseth and Steve Lambert
for mowing our yards in
September. THANK YOU to Judy Bagley, Bonnie
Kragt, Lisa Bulkow, Dahna Graham, and other
recent cookie donors. THANK YOU to our
Finance Committee for all the extra discussion
and research these last few weeks. THANK YOU
to Farmers Market Hospitality Booth hosts Steve
Lambert, Lisa Bulkow, Judith Muller, and Kathy
Freeman.
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Next Local Organizing Ministry meeting is 3 pm
Tuesday, October 25.
Note: Dahna Graham made an announcement at
worship on September 18 about a planned public meeting
with Mayor Bronson for October 4, but we have since
learned that the mayor will be unable to keep that date
with us.
Confirmation Class for middle-school youth will
meet 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:30 - 6 pm, here at
Central Lutheran in a partnership with Gloria Dei
Lutheran. First class: October 2. Classes will
include shared meals, study in the Lutheran
catechism, fellowship, and service projects. We
look forward to announcing a retreat October 28 29 at a local camp for our group and confirmation
students from multiple ELCA Alaska
congregations.
We’re moving to a monthly Sunday School youth
gathering model that will feel like a miniature
Vacation Bible School on fourth Sundays of the
month at 10:45 am. The nursery will stay open
through the Sunday School hour for younger
siblings. We have musicians Mike & Julie Graham
leading songs, curriculum from Augsburg’s
SparkHouse, Pastor Jeff leading the opening storytelling, volunteers including Annette Iverson,
Karen Voris, and Anna Bryant leading two other
“stations” from the curriculum: craft / cooking /
science experiment / coloring pages / games.
Additional volunteers welcome to join in the fun as
we grow in to this new model. October lesson
theme: Noah’s Ark.
♡ We did it again ♡ delivering dinner to Clare
House shelter on a fourth Thursday. In September,
Christi Foist made giant pots of a mexican clam
chowder and we used funds from Bonnie Kragt for
the sides, milk and dessert. Kathy Freeman
shopped and delivered. A sign-up is available in the
main hall at Central for our next dates, October 27,
Thanksgiving November 24, and December 22.
Remembering Norm Brown -- Norm’s family will
be holding a graveside service on November 9
down in the states and they plan to make the
service video available to Central members,
neighbors, and friends thereafter.

Worship & Study

† Sundays 9:30 am worship service
† Sundays 10:45 am adult ed class on St Paul meets in the Community Room
(Oct 2, 9, 16, 30)
† Sundays 10:45 am Sunday School for kids ages 2 - 12, and nursery open for littles (Oct 23)
† Sundays 4:30 - 6 pm Confirmation Class will share a meal and study at Central on 1st and
3rd Sundays, October 2 and 16
† Tuesdays 7 am early morning study via zoom link
† Wednesdays Noon lectionary text study
† Ladies - Gather study meets at 2 pm on 2nd Mondays, thus October 10
† Gentlemen - Breakfast & Bible Study 9:30 am on 1st Saturdays, thus October 1
† Sarah Southside Circle meets first Tuesdays, next on October 4, for coffee at 10:30 am at
Bells on Specking Road. All are welcome!
† Central Seniors and friends - coffee klatsche every Wednesday at 8:30 am at Kaladi
Brothers Coffee on Brayton Drive

Women of the ELCA:
Central Lutheran

Women of the ELCA:
Alaska

Women’s online Bible study is 2 pm Monday,
October 10, at church and via Zoom. We’ve been
using the Gather magazine study each month -- new
ladies welcome! Don’t have a magazine? No
worries, have a Bible ready and join us anyway, or
look at subscribing
https://www.gathermagazine.org/subscribe/

Your Alaska Synodical Women’s Organization
(ASWO) hosted a retreat, September 16 & 17, and
Central ladies made up a quarter of the attendees.
Watch in early October for the next ASWO newsletter which include photos and news updates from
the event.
Save the date: Women’s Advent Brunch
9 am Saturday December 3, 2022, here @ Central

Central Lutheran is praying for. . .
October ELCA Alaska prayer partner: Alaska Native Lutheran Church, Anchorage

Central members or close family of our members who’ve passed in the last year:
Douglas Iverson, Jaysen Mathiesen, Bruce Eliasen,
Gail Peterson (daughter of Doris Peterson), Kjell Kristiansen, Del Cederberg,
Sonya Guillory (daughter of Wayne & Sandra Johnson), Tom Simpler (brother Cathie Nicolet),
Russell Mjolsnes (brother of Ed Mjolsnes), Berta Lou Dietz, Delores Bender (mother of Rick Bender),
Amelia Best (aunt of Karen Voris), Mike Carson, Deanna Soiseth (sister in law of Lynn Soiseth),
Reidun Hansen, Rick Bender, Rod Foist (father of Christi Anna Foist), Juliana “Jan” Wilson, Ruth Rapp,
Anna Shephard (Debbie Pankow’s mom), Norm Brown, Val Pace, Leif Strand
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Wish a happy birthday to:
David Hillemeyer
Cathy Smith
Kevin Coe
Bill Wilson
Monica Richardson
Sophie Smith
Karen Emmel
Joyce Lofgren

2-Oct
2-Oct
3-Oct
3-Oct
5-Oct
7-Oct
8-Oct
8-Oct

Helen Muller
10-Oct
Nathaniel Williams 11-Oct
Nicholas Forbes
12-Oct
Rodney Christianson 13-Oct
Stacey Menkens
13-Oct
Trudy Williams
13-Oct
Skyler Harris
13-Oct
Henry Paape
16-Oct
Tony Luiten
16-Oct
Ellen Zernia
17-Oct
Shannon Foley
17-Oct
Espen Falskow
18-Oct
James Moore
18-Oct
Teagan Thirlaway 19-Oct

Seamus Freeman 20-Oct
Shannon Kinsey
20-Oct
Carl Ward
21-Oct
Robin Harris
23-Oct
Charles Bahn
23-Oct
Lisa Maurer
24-Oct
Donovan Bevolden-Nordgaard
25-Oct
Loren Rhyneer
26-Oct
Grete Mjolsnes
27-Oct
Rev. Jeff Hackler 28-Oct
Steven Zernia
30-Oct
Yvonne Boecker
31-Oct

Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
Thank you to everyone who donated to the relief efforts
for Western Alaska after the remnants of Typhoon
Merbok. I am pleased to tell you that the response was
overwhelming. You’ve responded with food, water,
diapers, formula, blankets, quilts, hygiene products,
cleaning products for muck-outs, and/or financial
donation. We were able to ship food and cleaning
supplies to Golovin on a plane chartered by World
Central Kitchen. We sent diapers, wipes and formula to
Hooper Bay on a plane chartered by STG (a Calista
Corporation subsidiary) to Hooper Bay. On September
27th, we sent 4,500 pounds of food and paper products
on a plane owned by Samaritan’s Purse to Chevak and
Hooper Bay. Desert Air is flying 6,500 pounds of water
and food to Hooper Bay on September 28th. Another
13 pallets of supplies is being flown by the National
Guard to Bethel and then Grant Aviation will fly it to
Hooper Bay and Chevak. This hasn’t all been raised by
Lutherans as we have had help from Donlin Gold and
Calista Native Corporation and the Food Bank of
Alaska.

next summer. If you would like to get involved with
this work, please let me know.

I serve as the Vice Chair of the AKVOAD (Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters). The National VOAD
is made of over 50 faith based organization as well as
other non-profits like the Red Cross and Corporations
like Walmart, Lowe’s, The Home Depot and UPS to
name a few. All 50 states and 6 territories have an
organized VOAD. We are there to assist the State’s
Emergency Operations while FEMA and other federal
agencies are there to assist the states and the VOAD’s.

We are planning to continue the tradition of Christmas
Stockings to young children of our Food Pantry clients
so we ask for your help in supplying stocking filled with
a Nativity story book and goodies. Distribution of the
stocking will begin December 1st.

Thanks also to those who attend the Harvest of Hope
Auction on September 16th. It was great to be together
again and to have this important fundraiser for our
ministry. We raised over $80,000 that evening. Mark
your calendars for next year’s event on September 22nd.
The preparations for the annual Thanksgiving Blessing
are under way and we will again be asking for your help
in collecting green beans, corn, gravy mix and turkey
stuffing. We are planning on serving 1,400 families
from our site at Central Lutheran Church on Monday,
November 21. This year’s distribution will be exactly
like last year. All dry foods will be pre-boxed on
Saturday and then on Monday we will add the frozen
and fresh items. The clients will not leave their cars and
drive by in a continuous line. More information on
volunteer opportunities will be coming shortly as we
finalize the details.

Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl, Executive Director LSSA
1303 W. 33rd Ave. Anchorage, AK 99503
The Storm will necessitate clean-up and recovery efforts 907-272-0643 www.lssalaska.org
in the long term. The VOAD will be organizing work
Our mission is to provide HOPE by responding
teams that will travel to Alaska to help with the rebuild
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to human need through services
that SUSTAIN and TRANSFORM lives.

Dear Friends, We are happy and
excited to introduce you to the
Kuwaa Mission’s new Chief
Operation Officer (COO), The Rev.
Dr. Daniel Jensen Seyenkulo. Rev.
Seyenkulo is an ordained pastor of
the Lutheran Church in Liberia, a
church he recently served as
presiding Bishop for ten years. He is currently
retired and splitting his time between his wife and
their farm and the Kuwaa People in the remotest
part of Liberia, West Africa.

the two men in Chicago, Illinois, and Anchorage,
Alaska, the Mission was born!

Jensen comes to the Mission with a wealth of
knowledge and experience. He earned his
Jensen, as he postgraduate degree in New Testament Studies at
prefers to be the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago in
called, is a
1999, served the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Kuwaa man America (ELCA) as parish pastor for twelve years,
himself. He and as a program director at the ELCA Central
is one of the Offices for six years. He returned home to Liberia
founding
in 2012 at the invitation of the Lutheran Church in
members of Liberia to serve as its presiding Bishop. Jensen
this fourteen- retired as Bishop of the Lutheran Church in
year-old
Liberia in April 2022 and is now available to serve
ministry
the Kuwaa people through the Kuwaa Mission. We
called the
thank God for adding another pair of hands to this
Kuwaa Mission. The Kuwaa Mission came into
unique ministry! Welcome, Jensen!
being when the late Rev. Dr. Richard Thompson, a
former Lutheran Bible Translators (LTB)
We thank our friends for the prayers and other
missionary to the Kuwaa people, placed a call to
forms of support that make the addition of Jensen
Jensen suggesting they brainstorm about ways they possible. Prayer: God, we thank you for this pair
of hands you brought back to serve your
could help their people, the Kuwaa People, put
people. We ask that you would grant him
their lives back together after the civil crisis that
had brought so much devastation and grief to the wisdom, knowledge, and your spirit of
entire nation of Liberia. Jensen, who the same civil discernment for the work ahead. Amen!
crisis had displaced, lived in Chicago with his
family at the time. The two men agreed they would Your contributions to the Kuwaa Mission are taxdeductible. We are a 501c3 non-profit
bring other like-minded people in on the plan.
organization. Our tax ID number is 27-5458111
Those that came to mind were Ed and Diane
Stelling and the late Rev. Chris Kowula, a Kuwaa Make out check to: Kuwaa Mission, PO Box
90513, Anchorage, AK 99509 or give online at
pastor. After a series of exchange visits between
www.kuwaamission.org via PayPal
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Rescheduled: Special
Congregational
Meeting
10:30 am Sunday, October 16, 2022
immediately following worship
in Central’s Sanctuary
and via zoom link (the usual)
Two action items: to approve a capital fundraising campaign and to
approve a Mission Investment Fund loan.
Fire Detection System (first) $166,075.90

Elevator Modernization (later) $70,418.56
Add 10% for Contingency $23,649.45
TOTAL FUNDS NEEDED $260,143.91
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Rev. Jeff Hackler, Pastor

1420 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

October 2022
See page 10 for news of a rescheduled
Special Congregational Meeting
October 16, 2022 @ 10:30 am

Central Lutheran Church is Here for You! We want to include you in our prayers, arrange for pastoral
visits and announce information to the congregation, when appropriate. Please notify the church office
(277-1622) as soon as possible when:
• A member of your family or a friend dies;
• Hospital or home visitation would be a blessing;
• You or someone you know wants to plan a baptism or wedding;
• You or someone you know is ill or grieving;
• You move or change your telephone numbers or email.
Please contact the church office if your address has changed
or you no longer wish to be on our mailing list. Thank you!

Central Lutheran Prayer Chain will sincerely pray for your needs, joys and
sorrows. Our prayer chain always welcomes new links. If you would like to
contact the prayer chain with a prayer request or become a part of the chain,
please contact Karen Emmel or the Church office
12

