
Alice Bethka 
1933 - 2023 



Central Lutheran Church 

1420 Cordova St.  Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Rev. Jeff Hackler & Vicar Zach Manzella 

Musician Debbie Pankow 

3 pm Friday, June 2, 2023 

 

Celebrating the Grace of God in the Life of 

 

Alice Marie Bebow Bethka  

 

January 29, 1933 - May 21, 2023 

 

In a Christian funeral, we pray for the one who has died, commending that 

person to God’s care and honoring her memory.  We praise God, who in 

Christ is our hope of healing, the strength of mutual consolation, the  

destroyer of death and the source of life and salvation.   

 

Prelude     Debbie Pankow 

 

Gathering   

Introduction 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of 

all mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our 

sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the con-

solation we ourselves have received from God. 

  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  In her baptism, 

Alice was clothed with Christ. In the day of Christ's coming, she 

shall be clothed with glory. 

  

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the 

dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.   

We glorify you. 
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Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 

humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, 

we praise you.  We praise you. 

  

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, 

our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.   

We worship you. 

  

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn ELW # 732 “Borning Cry” 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember before you 

today our sister, Alice. We thank you for giving her to us to know 

and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your 

boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see 

that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 

we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your 

saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Word 

2 Timothy 4: 7 - 8   
7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of  

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on 

that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 

appearing.  

 

2 Corinthians  5: 6 - 8   
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are 

at home in the body we are away from the Lord — 7for we walk by 

faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  

 

Special Music  “Amazing Grace” 

  Joseph Gugel
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Please join us for a reception  
following the service. 



Psalm 121                                                                           
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

 from where is my help to come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 
3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

 nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keeper of Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep; 
5the LORD watches over you; 

 the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

 and will keep your life. 
8The LORD will watch over your going out  

 and your coming in, from this time forth forevermore. 

 

Romans 8: 37 - 39   
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-

ers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

Homily       Rev. Jeff Hackler 

moment of silence 

 

Remembrances  
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“For you died to this life, and your real 
life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

Colossians 3:3 (NLT)  



Hymn of the Day ELW # 742 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession   

Let us pray.  Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your  

chosen people together into one communion of saints in the body of 

Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light 

and your peace. God of mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 

God of mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain 

hope in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they 

may have strength for the days ahead. God of mercy, hear our  

prayer.  
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Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by 

faith, that, where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy 

Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. God of   

mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and 

trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the  

resurrection to life everlasting. God of mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior 

Jesus Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he 

opened the kingdom of heaven to all. Make us certain that because 

he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things 

present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

The Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 

Commendation   

Let us commend Alice to the mercy of God, our maker and  

redeemer. Silence is kept.  

 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant  

Alice. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own 

fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  

Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of  

everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in 

light.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn ELW # 838   “Beautiful Savior”
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Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  Amen.  

 

Dismissal 

Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Postlude “God Be With You”  by E. L. Ashford 

  Debbie Pankow 

 
 
Alice Marie Bebow Bethka passed away on May 21, 
2023, at age 90. Alice was born in St Louis, Michigan in 
1933 to Martin and Iva Bebow, the second of five children. 
While still in high school, she met the love of her life, 
Richard Bethka, at a roller-skating event. When he enlisted 
in the Air Force at the end of World War II and was sent to 
Japan, Alice attended Cleary College Business School. 
Richard and Alice married in 1955 and went on to have 4 
children: Jon, Steve, Teresa and Tracy. They lived in  
several states moving from Michigan to Washington, then 
to Alabama, Colorado and finally Alaska. They also hosted 
a foreign exchange student, Isabelle Evern, who became an 
“adopted” daughter. 
 
As a newlywed, Alice worked at Michigan State University 
as a secretary. While her children were growing up, she 
worked at various schools in the Anchorage School  
District, so she could be home when they were not in 
school. Then she became a real estate agent and finished 
her career as an appraiser for the federal government at 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
 
Alice was best known for her ability to grow plants. She 
spent many happy hours in her garden, sold plants with her 
neighbor Paul and was an active member of the Alaska 
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Wildflower Club. 
She instilled a 
love of gardening 
in her children, 
grandchildren and 
great  
grandchildren 
who loved to pick 
raspberries and 
vegetables from 
her backyard.  
After moving to 
Chester Park,  
Alice held plant sales to raise money for the gardens, was 
on the gardening committee and took care of 20 plants in 
the common areas of her floor. 
In her 90 years, Alice held a strong faith in Christ and was a 
long-time member of Central Lutheran Church. She loved 
to create many crafts including making quilts, carving,  
sewing clothes, beading, and tatting. Alice was proud to be 
a blood donor, giving a record number of pints of blood as 
she had a rare blood type. She also enjoyed nature,  
spending many days picking berries, camping, boating and 
hiking with her family and friends. She was a great fisher-
woman, often catching the largest fish. 
 
Alice lived a wonderful and full life, enjoying every minute 
of her 90 years. She had a generous spirit and was loved by 
everyone she met. She was often a “mother” to the various 
friends of her children and a great friend to her neighbors. 
As the matriarch of her family, she will be missed by her 4 
children, 11 grandchildren, and 11 great grandchildren.  
Alice is survived by two of her siblings, Ted Bebow and 
Kathy Butler, her children, grandchildren and great grand-
children. In memorial of Alice, the family asks you to plant 
a flower this summer and remember her every time you see 
it. 
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