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Rev. Jeff Hackler, Pastor

Sunday, September 18, 2022

15th Sunday after Pentecost
As we are invited today to
consider what it means to be
managers (rather than owners) of
all that we have, it is crucial to
recognize that we are bought
with a price. “Christ Jesus,
himself human, . . . gave himself
a ransom for all.” Apart from the
generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By
God’s gracious favor we have
everything we need.

Central Lutheran Church: Called to Share God's Love.
We’re glad you are here! Help us welcome you by signing a pew pad. Please give the name of
each person attending worship, including children. Visitors, may we have your complete
address? Children 5 years and under are welcome in our worship services or in the nursery in
room 4. Music for each hymn may be found in the hymnals in each pew.

9:30 am

GATHERING
Prelude

“Shepherd Me, O God”

arr. Mark Hayes
Debbie Pankow

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Called to Share God's Love
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH VISION
Living out God's Grace and Love through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CORE VALUES
We are a congregation that
- is open to all,
- values a community of all ages,
- is grounded in scripture and sacrament.
- nurtures individual gifts,
- believes that everyone has something to offer,
- values involvement in the greater community,
- supports all in the challenges and celebrations of their lives,
as God meets us where we are.
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Gathering Hymn ELW # 583

“Take My Life that I May Be”

2

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie ELW Setting Six
♫ In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25
Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31
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Hymn of Praise ELW Setting Six

“Glory to God”
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Prayer of the Day
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to
the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.
WORD
First Reading
Amos 8:4-7
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and
prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The
prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation.
4

Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale? We
will make the ephah small and the shekel
great, and practice deceit with false
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

balances, 6buying the poor for silver and
the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling
the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The Lord has sworn by the pride of
Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of
their deeds.

Psalm 113
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Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the Lord;║ praise the name | of the Lord.
Let the name of the | Lord be blessed,║ from this time forth for- | evermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to its | going down║ let the name of the | Lord be praised.
4
The Lord is high a- | bove all nations;║ God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.
5
Who is like the | Lord our God,║ who sits en- | throned on high,
6
but stoops | to behold║ the heavens | and the earth?
7
The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust║ and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
8
enthroning them | with the rulers,║ with the rulers | of the people.
9
The Lord makes the woman of a | childless house║
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!
2

Second Reading
1 Timothy 2:1-7
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical
matters, such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for
others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
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First of all, then, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, 2for kings and all
who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For

there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave
himself a ransom for all —this was
attested at the right time.7For this I was
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher
of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Choir Anthem

“Be Thou My Vision”
arr. Alice Parker
directed today by Debbie Pankow
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Nought be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought by day or by night, Waking or Sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son; Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won, May I reach heav’ns joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel
Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then
is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own
followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are
managers of a far more valuable household.
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There
was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man
was squandering his property. 2So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is
this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’
3
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What
will I do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? I am not strong
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.
4
I have decided what to do so that, when I
am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ 5So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you
owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make
it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take

your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his
master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light.
9
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves
by means of dishonest wealth so that
when it is gone, they may welcome you
into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also
in much. 11If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you
have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your
own? 13No slave can serve two masters;
for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Rev. Jeff Hackler

Sermon

Rev. Jeff Hackler
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Hymn of the Day ELW # 655
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“Son of God, Eternal Savior”

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
We Ask Your Prayers for:
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Anchorage; Alaska Native Lutheran Church;
Jan Adasiak, Jan Beverlin, Al Boecker, Lori Boecker, Yvonne Boecker, Harlan & Ella Braun,
Erik Bryant, Maria Bulkow, Dennis Bushkofsky, Charlene Chanonto, Betsy Cooper, Rose C.,
Geno di Cervo, Lenore Clinton, Kara Dale, Susan Embretson, Ron Flugum, Dixie Foley,
Shannon Foley, Joann Fox, Roxann Helm, Dave & Dianne Hillemeyer, Linda Koenig,
Pete Kropidlowski, Dee Lambert, Ed & Donna Luiten, Jay Meyer, Arne & Norma Mjolsnes,
Deb Popiel, Marlene Rapp, Jeff Sauve, Bob Voris, Bobbi Whitmire, Joyce
Please pray for the families of those who’ve died: Leif Strand
Each petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
MEAL
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Offering
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Offertory ACS # 1041

“God Is Love”

Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
11

Preface
It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
† Invitation to Communion †
This is not Central’s table, not a Lutheran table;
this is God’s table, and you are all welcome.
12

Communion
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, whether you are a member or a guest. Today we
commune in a walking style. If for any reason you would prefer to receive a blessing in
lieu of receiving communion, please hold your hand over your heart. Gluten-free wafers
are available on the tray at the first pew.
Lamb of God

you

death:
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broke the bonds

of

sin and

of

Communion Hymn ELW # 494

“For the Bread Which You Have Broken”

Thank you to our worship leaders today:
Presider & Preacher:
Assisting Minister:
Musician:
Lector:
A/V Wrangler:
Projectionist:

Rev. Jeff Hackler
Sharon Jones
Debbie Pankow
John Bulkow
Heather Helgeson

Altar flowers today are given by Anna Bryant
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-707008. ELW Prayers, Psalm, Setting Six from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS006123. “Take My Life that I May Be” Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, adapted from Spanish text by Vicente Mendoza, 1875–1955. Music:
William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954. Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-707008. “Son of God,
Eternal Savior” Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855–1932. Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855–1932.
Public domain. “God Is Love” Text and Music: Mark Mummert, b. 1965, based on 1 John 4:11, 16, 19. Text and Music © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-707008. “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855–1930, alt. Music: Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch,
Nürnberg, 1631; arr. William Smith Rockstro, 1823–1895. Text: © 1925 Robert Jefferys Jr., admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A707008. “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” Words and Music: Jeremy Young. Tune: © 1995, Augsburg Fortress Text: © 1995, Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net #A-707008. “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936. Music: William H. Walter, 1825–1893. Text © 1980 Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-707008. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy by Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted from GIA’s
Hymnal Supplement 1991, by permission under OneLicense.net #A-707008.
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Communion Hymn ELW # 492

“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace and peace. Amen.
SENDING
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sending Hymn ELW # 669

“Rise Up, O Saints of God!”

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Let All Things Now Living”

arr. Gilbert M. Martins
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Central and six other local churches are
bringing back the Emergency Cold
Weather Shelter for Homeless Families
this fall. As in years past, we’d welcome
Permanent Fund Dividend
referred families into our facility on
It’s that time of year, we will all be exWednesday nights and have three Central
pecting our Permanent Fund Dividend
volunteers each night serving as hosts.
checks soon. This year’s check is exThe families will be offered evening meal
pected to be a little larger than a normal or snacks as needed, toiletries, use of cots
dividend. You have been especially gen- and blankets for the night, and breakfast
erous in the past about tithing a portion
in the morning. The families will then
of your check to Central and we hope
meet with staff from Rural Alaska Comyou will once again consider sharing a
munity Action Program (RurAL CAP)
portion of your dividend. As the follow- with the goal of finding more permanent
ing numbers show, contributions are
housing as quickly as possible. Can
down about $15,000 in 2022 from 2021. YOU join our shelter team as a host or
We are hoping that the tithing of our Per- hostess on some Wednesday nights this
manent Fund Checks will get us closer to winter? Learn more from Judith Muller.
a balanced budget. Thanks so much for
continued support of the ongoing mission The Central Book Club is reading
of Central Lutheran Church. Giving thru Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
the month of July 2021: $267,660;
by Yuval Noah Harari. Please join us for
July 2022: $252,464
a discussion of this book on Monday,
September 19 at 4:30 pm.
Church cookbooks make great gifts.
Coming Sunday, October 2, from 3:30 $8 each. 200+ recipes.
4:30 pm, Blessing of Pets in our upper
parking lot.
We’re bringing back coffee hour! Stay
after worship for a bit for coffee and
cookies -- and consider bringing cookies A new opportunity to travel to the Holy
to share every so often.
Land and take a guided tour with the
Road Scholar program by Elderhostel is
THANK YOU to Ruth Carson, the
being organized by Kathy Dale and Pasmembers of Christ Church Episcopal,
tor Jeff. Travel dates are approximately
October 22 - November 5, 2023. Express
and Jo of Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church for donations of clothing for our interest to Kathy Dale to learn more.
Helping Hands Clothing Closet.
The weekly Coffee Klatsch meets
Wednesdays, 8:30 - 10 am, at Kaladi
Bros. Coffee on Brayton Drive.
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Next Local Organizing Ministry
meeting is 3 pm Tuesday, September 27

HELP WANTED: one handy-person to
install two carbon monoxide detectors,
replace one emergency exit light, trade
Stay informed about the Emergency Task out the battery on one emergency exit
light, and test one detector using the tall
Force on Winter Shelter for homeless
ladder (it’s in the balcony, it’s not the craneighbors. Approximately 350
zy high one). These extra detectors will
individuals are facing homelessness this
winter here in Anchorage, based on data ensure the safety of our guests when the
Emergency Cold Weather Shelter for
from the Alaska Homelessness
families reopens October 5. Let Kathy in
Information System. Check out the
the Church office know when you can
Anchorage Coalition to End
help, and she’ll see that you have the list
Homelessness website for updates.
of locations for each installation and all
https://aceh.org/task-force/
the supplies.
Confirmation Class for middle-school
youth is back to the planning phase after The Tuesday
a change in participating congregations at morning early
riser’s study
the very end of this past week. Stay
class is meettuned for the all-new plan.
ing at 7 am
via zoom, and
We’re moving to a monthly Sunday
School youth gathering model that will you’re invited!
The group is
feel like a miniature Vacation Bible
School on fourth Sundays of the month at just starting to
go through
10:45 am. The nursery will stay open
the book
through the Sunday School hour for
Where God
younger siblings. We have musicians
ready, curriculum, Pastor Jeff to lead the Meets Man by
opening story-telling, and now could use Gerhard O.
a few volunteers for two other “stations” Forde. Use
our regular
from the curriculum: craft / cooking /
study and meeting zoom link.
science experiment / coloring pages /
games. If you can lead a group of kids
from station to station for an hour or lead THANK YOU to our Finance
Committee for all the extra discussion
a station (two, twenty-minute sessions)
and research these last few weeks.
please let Kathy in the Church office
know and she’ll get the right curriculum
pages to you for your selected dates.
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Sunday 9/18
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via centluth.org
10:30 am Special Congregational Meeting followed by Reception for Vicar Zach
10:45 am St Paul study (Sanctuary)
2 pm ANLC WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary)
Postponed: Confirmation Class
Monday 9/19
4:30 pm Central Book Club discusses Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
(Cordova Room)
5:30 pm - 10 pm Anchorage Concert Chorus (Sanctuary)
Worship online via
6:30 - 8 pm Kingikmiut dancers (Fellowship Hall)
centluth.org
Tuesday 9/20
7 am Early Morning Bible Study today (zoom)
1 - 3 pm Helping Hands Closet open (HH Closet)
1 pm staff meeting
4:30 - 7 pm Alaska Children’s Choir (Sanctuary)
Wednesday 9/21
8:30 - 10 am Coffee Klatsch @ Kaladi Bros. on Brayton
Noon Text study (Cordova Room)
5:45 pm Bell Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) -- new ringers welcome!
7 pm Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) -- new singers welcome!

Bible studies & meetings
Zoom.us meeting ID
963 8911 9335
password is in weekly eNews

Thursday 9/22
10 am - 1 pm Log Cabin Quilters (Fellowship Hall)
2 - 7 pm Alaska Workers Association distribution (Fellowship Hall)
times TBA ANLC viewing and funeral service (Narthex and Sanctuary)
4 pm volunteers deliver evening meal to Clare House shelter
Friday 9/23
2:30 pm Caring Ministers meeting @ Dahna Graham’s
Saturday 9/24
9 am - 2 pm Anchorage Farmers Market (upper parking lot)
11:30 - 1 pm NAMI (Community Room)
Sunday 9/25
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary) or via centluth.org
10:45 am Sunday School for all kids (Sanctuary, Narthex, Community Room)
2 pm ANLC WORSHIP SERVICE (Sanctuary)

